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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
he Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIL. 








Ecclesiastical Fabrics From Tarsus to Rome 
Liturgical Colors by Rev. H.J. Heuser, D.D. 
GOLD BROCADES The story of the first Chris- 
Bandings — Emblems tian Hierarchy in the Catholic 
LINENS Church as gleaned from the 
Ecclesiastical Trimmings history of St. Paul. While it 
: is not a biography, it aims at 
(Prompt Deliveries) presenting the Apostle’s career 


Thomas A. Blake by concentrating attention up- 
on the co-ordination of the 


sacerdotal ministry under the 
sovereign authority of Saint 
Peter. Price, $2.00. 


Gm Please Order Prom: — 
Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 


366 Pifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














ROSARIES RECHAINED 


Your Rosary rechained in Sterling Silver, $1.50; 


or in nickel-silver, $1.00. (Nickel-silver is stronger.) 
Rosary made of any beads you send, $1.00. New cross and center, 
30¢ extra. 


Sterling set, $1.50. 
SEND TO: J.RANDALL, 815 Sergeant, Joplin, Missouri 
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Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

















Premiums for 
Catholic Press Month 


For ONE Subscription 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal — A 
booklet outlining a complete program for 
child training and the sanctification of home 
life according to Catholic ideals which make 
for harmony and happiness in the home. 
Should be read by the newly-wed and those 
contemplating marriage, OR:— 


Sacramentals — A booklet giving a prac- 
tical explanation of various sacramentals — 
including Blessed Candles, the blessing of 
which takes place on February 2. OR:— 


From Earth to Heaven — Explains the 
meaning and purpose of Christian life, and 
suggests guiding principles to make sure 
of attaining our final goal - HEAVEN. OR:— 























Assortment of leaflets and bookmarks — Attractively printed and 
inspiring. OR:— 


Immaculate Heart of Mary — Holy card size (2% x 4 in.); richly 
colored. An inspiring picture for one’s desk, a bookmark, etc. OR:— 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — A white plastic pencil holder, 
bearing an image of the Infant Jesus of Prague imprinted in blue, and 
the words: ‘The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you.” Pen- 
cil may be inserted in two ways for writing. Eraser and pencil come 
with each holder. 

For TWO Subscriptions 

Sacred Heart of Jesus — A bust picture of the Sacred Heart in 
sepia, size 11 x 14 in.; suitable for use in the Enthronement, or for 
the wall of a bedroom. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — A devotional explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Holy Sacrifice, and the bene- 
fits to be derived by devout participation. OR:— 

The Christian Home — A very instructive and edifying book on 
the home, which will serve as a true guide to happiness in the home. 
Paper cover. 144 pages. 





Please see NOTICE on page 303. 
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Honor Ghy Father and Ghy Nother! 
The Child Jesus is the perfect Model of love, reverence 


and obedience of all children towards their parents. He was 
grateful for the love and care bestowed on Him and showed His 
love and gratitude. He showed respect in His words and actions. 
He promptly and cheerfully obeyed the commands and wishes of 


Mary and Joseph even though He was GOD! 
RE 
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The Home and the Family 


HE Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, united in the work 
of the home and the carpenter shop, and by the bonds of a 
common prayer-life and the joint fulfilment of religious duties, 
has ever been held up as a model for Christian families. 
Bound together by the ties of love, honor and mutual respect 
for one another, and filled with deep content, this blessed 
Family is placed before us during this month, which is dedicated to 
the Holy Family, as the ideal of what every Christian family should be. 
The Sovereign Pontiffs have ever urged the adoption of a home 
life built upon the model of the Holy Family as the surest means of 
achieving the religious reconstruction of society that is so necessary if 
our modern homes and the members thereof are to arrive at content- 
ment, happiness and true Christian morality. 
Pope Leo XIII wrote: “Fathers of families will find in St. Joseph 
a wonderful example of fatherly watchfulness and provident manage- 
ment; the mothers have in the holy Virgin, Mother of God, a perfect 
example of modesty, obedience and confidence; and in our Divine 
Lord, of whom it was written: He was subject to them, the young have 
a complete and perfect model to imitate. 
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“The nobly-born can learn from this Family of royal blood to 
exercise moderation amid good fortune, and calm dignity in adverse 
circumstances; the rich can learn that wealth is secondary to virtue; 
the working classes, and all those, in fact, who, particularly at the 
present time, are inclined to revolt against the straitened circumstances 
consequent on the war, should cast a glance at the Holy Family, the 
members of which give a striking example of forbearance and resigna- 
tion amid the daily mortifications of life.” 

It has been suggested by someone that the Holy Family may be 
effectively brought into the lives of our Catholic families by inviting 
St. Joseph to look after the temporal affairs; Mary, the spiritual affairs; 
and Jesus, the family ties, unity and love. Family activity, such as en- 
joying some hours of recreation together as a family during the week, 
and keeping close to God by group prayer, are means to realize the 
aim set before Catholic families. In harmony with this objective, 
we present for our readers’ reflective thought and earnest application 
to their own lives the following address on family life and the Sacred 
Heart, which was given by the Rev. George W. Eckl, of Rochester, 
New York, at the First National Congress of the Enthronement, held 
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in July, 1946. 


Religious Home Life, Foundation of the Social Reign of the 
Sacred Heart 


“Our Holy Father, in his last Christmas message, pointed out 
that in the reconstruction of the moral order we must first have good 
Christian homes before we plan anything else, for the home is the 
foundation, the nursery of society; if this be weakened or undermined, 
all that rests on it will be weakened and threatened. 

“A Christian home is one in which the spirit of religion per- 
meates the very atmosphere: the pictures on the wall and the Cruci- 
fix; the books on the shelves and the magazines on the library table; 
the holy water font at the bedroom door; the little altar or the shrine 
with a statue and votive light burning — all these present an atmos- 
phere of faith and prayer and religion. 

“The child in such a home is not commanded to pray, it prays 
instinctively and cheerfully because it lives in an atmosphere of prayer; 
it sees father and mother pray and everything around it reminds it 
of prayer and religion. Such an atmosphere is conducive to peace 
and happiness as well. There is gaiety and laughter in that home. 
It is a social center for the neighborhood, where the young folks 
are always welcome and invited to join in the merriment, the games 
and music and song. Truly, there is a spirit of gladness and sun- 
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shine to be met in the homes in which Christ reigns and in which 
He has been enthroned. 

“The Sacred Heart dwells in that home and His spirit fills the 
atmosphere with peace and gladness — the fruit of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, who has promised to bless and give peace to homes in 
which He is en- 
throned and _hon- 
ored; ‘I will bless 
every dwelling 
where the image of 
My Heart shall be 
exposed and _hon- 
ored; I will give 
peace in their fami- 
lies.’ 

“But alas! such 
homes are the ex- 
ception in our mod- 
ern world. Yet 
these are the true 
Christian homes, the 
ideal, and it is our 
task to do what lies 
in us to make them 
not the exception 
but the rule. How 
may we do this? 

“When the Re- 
deemer came into 
the world to restore 
human society, He 
began His work by 

Triumph, O Heart of Jesus, in Christian homes! "first setting before 

the eyes of men the 

model of a perfect family, that of Nazareth, wherein He Himself, with 
Mary and Joseph, spent thirty years in almirable holiness. 











“Satan knows that it is the spirit’ of the family that exercises the 
most potent influence on the rising generation for the preservation 
of the Faith and the reign of Christ. In his efforts to destroy Christian 
morals and to bring back paganism, he therefore directs his attacks 
principally against the Christian family, hoping thus to bring about 
the corruption of the whole of society. Hence, the evils of divorce, 
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of irreligious education, of the violation of the sanctity of marriage 
in the destruction of human life at its source, the campaign against 
Christian standards of modesty in dress, in the press, in the movies. 

“The remedy is the Consecration of the Family to the Sacred 
Heart. Pope Benedict XV urged the consecration of each family to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, adding: “There is nothing better suited to 
the present time.’ In his first Encyclical, Pope Pius XII re-consecrated 
the whole human family to the Sacred Heart. And who can imagine 
a family consecrated to the Sacred Heart without prayer in it? Prayer, 
therefore, family prayer, is an essential part of a Christian home. The 
pious practice of family prayer exercises a lifelong influence for good 
and remains one of the sweetest memories of the home. When mother 
and father, big brother and sister, said prayers together in the evening, 
the youngsters developed a lasting regard and readiness for prayer. 

“If parents today would again have their youngsters, still in their 
formative years, join in prayer in common with a short act of con- 
secration or litany to the Sacred Heart before going usptairs for the 
night, or before the family circle breaks up, family prayer would be 
back among us with the blessings a grateful God would send to the 
family and to the parish. 

“And, too, what a blessing if our young people today, accustomed 
by the example of parents and the other members of the family, would 
determine to pray always in the evening and later on with their hus- 
bands and wives! Their lives now and their married life in the years 
to come, would be a realm of sweet contentment, with every evening 
giving promise of more joy on the morrow. Every day the blessing 
of God would be asked, and the blessing would surely follow: ‘Ask 
and you shall receive’ (John xvi. 24). It becomes quite apparent, 
therefore, that the fostering of a religious home-life is one of the most 
important tasks before us. May we then resolve to promote and to 
restore Christian family life, patterned after the model family at Naza- 
reth, and consecrate the family to the Sacred Heart, enthroning Him 
as King and Master of the home... 

“And assuredly, with Christ enthroned as King and Master of the 
family, the home will be a sanctuary where God dwells in honor and 
His will is law; it will be a school, the school of example, where chil- 
dren will learn their earliest and most abiding lessons from the edify- 
ing example of a God-fearing father and mother; lessons of prayer, 
of Sunday Mass, of the reception of the sacraments, of industry, tem- 
perance, modesty, and charity towards the poor. It will also be a 
social center, where every member of the family can satisfy the legiti- 
mate desire for recreation and enjoyment. 
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“May we also commend the family and its religious home life to 
the intercession of our first American citizen saint, St. Frances Cabrini, 
who, in seeking to cure social ills, aimed first at stabilizing the home 
and adjusting the problems there, saying to her Sisters: ‘Nations are 
formed at the knees of the mother.’ 

“With the great Pope Leo XIII, we conclude: “May Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph dwell in our homes, there to promote charity, rule conduct, 
incite to virtue by their example and render life’s hardships more 
bearable.’ ” 


COFCO 


Catholic Press Month 


Megat 
head 


OLLOWING close as it does upon the feast of St. Francis 
de Sales, the patron of the Catholic Press, February 
has fittingly been designated as Catholic Press Month. 
The special emphasis placed this month on the Catholic 

Press serves as an excellent opportunity for an examination of one’s 
“reading conscience,” and is a reminder that every Catholic has a duty 
to cultivate the reading of Catholic publications in order thus to learn 
more about his Faith, so as to be able to defend it when attacked and 
to be inspired to practice it ever more fervently. The apostolate of 
the Press is deserving of both financial support and prayer, that it 
may become the great spiritual force that is needed to counteract the 
poisonous mass of reading matter that has descended like an avalanche 
upon the world, and is fatal alike to faith and morals. Therefore, all 
are urged to subscribe to and read Catholic publications, and particu- 
larly during this month to beg God’s special blessing on the work of 
the Catholic Press. 


Che Dangers of Bad Reading 
sototF-ethe- 


MONG the chief sources of the loss of Faith, indiscreet reading 

holds a special place. Such reading includes idle, useless books 
that do no good, but distract the mind from what is good; novels 
and romances that do not appear so bad, yet often are bad; books 
which treat professedly of bad subjects; bad newspapers, journals, 
miscellanies, sensational magazines, weeklies and illustrated papers of 
a questionable type; superstitious books; works contrary to the Catho- 
lic Faith, and infidel books and tracts. 
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There are also certain useless books, which, though not bad in 
themselves, are pernicious because they cause the reader to lose the 
time which he might and ought to spend in occupations more bene- 
ficial to his soul. He who has spent much time in reading such books, 
and then goes to prayer, to Holy Mass and to Holy Communion, instead 
of thinking of God and making acts of love and confidence, will be 
constantly troubled with distractions; for the representation of all 
the vanities he has read will be constantly present to his mind. 


St. Jerome’s Vision 


The mill grinds the corn which it receives. If the grain be bad, 
how can the mill turn out good flour? How is it possible to think often 
of God, and to offer Him frequent acts of love, of oblation, of peti- 
tion, and the like, if the miind is constantly filled with the trash read 
in idle, useless books and magazines? In a letter to his disciple 
Eustochium, St. Jerome stated for her instruction that, in his solitude 
at Bethlehem, he had been attached to and frequently read the works 
of Cicero, and that he had felt a certain disgust for pious books, because 
their style was not polished. Almighty God, foreseeing the harm of 
this profane reading, and that, without the aid of holy books, Jerome 
would never reach the height of sanctity for which he was destined, 
administered a remedy, very harsh no doubt, but well-calculated to 
make him alive to his fault. He sent him a grievous sickness, which 
soon brought the solitary to the brink of the grave. As he was lying 
at the point of death, God called him in spirit before His tribunal, 
where the Judge asked him who he was. He answered unhesitatingly: 
“I am a Christian; I hold no other faith than Thine, my Lord, my 
Judge.” “Thou liest,” said the Judge; “thou art a Ciceronian, for 
where thy treasure is, there thy heart is also.” He then ordered him 
to be severely scourged. The servant of God shrieked with pain as 
he felt the blows, and begged for mercy, repeating with a loud voice, 
“Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy upon me.” Meanwhile, 
they who stood round the throne of that angry Judge, falling on their 
faces before Him, began to plead in behalf of the culprit, implored 
mercy for him, and promised in his name that his fault should be cor- 
rected. Then Jerome, who, smarting with pain from the hard strokes 
he had received, would gladly have promised much greater things, began 
to promise and to swear, with all the ardor of his soul, that never again 
would he open profane or worldly works, but that he would read pious, 
edifying books. As he uttered these words he returned to his senses, 
to the amazement of the bystanders, who had believed him to be already 
dead. 
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St. Jerome concludes the narrative of this sad history with these 
words: “Let no one fancy that it was an idle dream like those which 
come to deceive our minds in the dead of night. I call to witness the 
dread tribunal before which I lay prostrate, that it was no dream, but 
a true representation of a real occurrence; for, when I returned to 
myself I found my eyes streaming with tears, and my shoulder livid 
and bruised with those cruel blows.” He tells us, finally, that after 
this warning he devoted himself to the reading of pious books with 
the same diligence and zeal he had before bestowed upon the works 
of profane writers. It was thus that Almighty God induced him to 
that study of Divine things which was so essential to his own progress 
in perfection, and destined to do so much good to the whole Christian 
world, 

It is true that in works like those of Cicero we sometimes find use- 
ful sentiments; but the same Saint Jerome wisely said in a letter to 
another disciple: “What need have you of seeking for a little gold in 
the midst of so much dross, when you can read pious books, in which 
you will find all gold without any dross?” (Epistle to Furian.) 


Evil Effects of Novels 


As to novels, they are, in general, pictures, and usually very 
highly wrought pictures, of human passions. Passion is represented 
as working out its end successfully, and attaining its objects, even by 
the sacrifice of duty. These books, as a class, present false views of 
life; and as it is the error of the young to mistake these for realities, 
they become the dupes of their own ardent and enthusiastic imagina- 
tions, which, instead of trying to control, they actually nourish with the 
poisonous food of phantoms and chimeras. 

When the thirst for novel-reading has become insatiable, as with 
indulgence it is sure to do, they come at last to live in an unreal fairy- 
land, amidst absurd heroes and heroines of their own creation, thus 
unfitting themselves for the discharge of the common duties of this 
everyday world, and for association with everyday mortals. The more 
strongly works of fiction appeal to the imagination, and the wider the 
field they afford for its exercise, the greater in general are their peril- 
ous attractions; and it is but too true that they cast, at last, a sort of 
spell over the mind, so completely fascinating the attention that duty 
is forgotten and positive obligation laid aside to gratify the desire of 
unraveling, to its last intricacy, the finely-spun web of some airy 
creation of fancy. Fictitious feelings are excited, unreal sympathies 
aroused, unmeaning sensibilities evoked. The mind is weakened; it 
has lost that laudable thirst after truth which God has imprinted on 
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it; filled with a baneful love of trifles, vanity and folly, it has no 
taste for serious reading and profitable occupations; all relish for 
prayer, for the Word of God, for the reception of the sacraments, is 
lost; and, at last, conscience and common sense give place to the 
dominion of the unchecked imagination. 

Such reading, instead of forming the heart, depraves it. It poi- 
sons the morals and excites the passions; it changes all the good in- 
clinations a person has received from nature and a virtuous education; 
it chills, little by little, pious desires, and in a short time banishes from 
the soul all that was there of solidity and virtue. 

St. Teresa, who, while still a young girl, fell into a dangerous 
snare of reading books such as these, writes of herself: “This fault 
failed not to cool my good desires, and was the cause of my falling 
insensibly into other defects. I was so enchanted with the extreme 
pleasure I took therein, that I thought I could not be content if I had 
not some new romance in my hands. I began to imitate the mode, to 
take delight in being well-dressed, to take great care of my hands, to 
make use of perfumes, and to affect all the vain trimmings which my 
condition admitted. Indeed, my intention was not so bad, for I would 
not for the world, in the immoderate passion which I had to be decent, 
give any one an occasion of offending God; but I now acknowledge 
how far these things, which for several years appeared to me innocent, 
are effectually and really criminal.” 

Criminal and dangerous, therefore, is the disposition of those who 
fritter away their time in reading such books as fill the mind with a 
worldly spirit, with a love of vanity, pleasure, idleness, and trifles; 
which destroy and lay waste all the generous sentiments of virtue in 
the heart, and sow there the seeds of every vice. Who seeks nourish- 
ment from poisons? Our thoughts and reflections are to the mind what 
food is to the body; for, by them the affections of the soul are nourished. 
The chameleon changes its color as it is affected by pain, anger, or 
pleasure, or by the color upon which it rests; and we see an insect 
borrow its lustre or hue from the plant or leaf upon which it feeds. 
In like manner, what our meditations and affections are, such will our 
souls become — either holy and spiritual, or earthly and carnal. 


Printed Poison 


In addition to their other dangers, many of these books unfor- 
tunately teem with maxims subversive of faith in the truths of religion. 
The popular literature current in our days is penetrated with the spirit 
of licentiousness, from the pretentious quarterly to the often arrogant 
and flippant newspaper. They express and inculcate, on the one hand, 
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stoical, cold and polished pride of mere intelléct, or, on the other, 
empty and wretched sentimentality. Some employ the skill of the 
engraver to caricature the institutions and offices of the Christian re- 
ligion, and others, to exhibit the grossest forms of vice and the most 
distressing scenes of crime and suffering. 

The illustrated press has become to us what the amphitheatre was 
to the Romans, where men were slain, women were outraged, and 
Christians were given to the lions, to please a degenerate populace. 
It instils the deadly poison of irreligion and immorality. Thus it 
frequently happens that the habitual perusal of such publications soon 
banishes faith from the soul and introduces infidelity. He who reads 
bad books will soon be filled with the spirit of the author. The first 
author of pious books is the Spirit of God; but the author of bad 
books is the devil, who artfully conceals from certain persons the 
poison which such works contain. Written, as they generally are, in 
an attractive style, the reader becomes enchanted, as it were, and does 
not suspect the poison that lies hidden, and which he drinks in as he 
reads on. 

It may be objected, “The book is not so bad.” But of what do 
bad books treat? What religion do they teach? Many of them teach 
either deism, atheism, or pantheism. Others ridicule our holy Faith 
and all that is sacred. What morals do such books teach? The most 
lewd. Vice and crime are deified. Monsters of humanity are held up 
as true heroes. Some of these books speak openly and shamelessly 
of the most obscene things, whilst others do so secretly, hiding their 
poison under a flowery style. These are the most dangerous because 
their poisonous contents enter the heart unawares. 


Ruined by Bad Books 


A young man, seeing that a certain bad book was doing much 
harm, decided to read it that he might better speak against it. With 
this object in view, he read the book. The result was that instead of 
helping others, he ruined himself. Some profess to skip the bad 
portions and read only the good. But how do they know which are 
the bad portions unless they read them? The pretext is a false one. 
There is a class of readers, also, who flatter themselves that the books 
may hurt others but not them; they make no impression on them. Are 
they superior mortals? Have they no passions? Why then should 
the books hurt others, but not them? Are they more virtuous than 
others? Readers of bad books who say such reading does not affect 
them, should examine themselves and see whether they are not blinded 
by their passions. 
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A young lady who was brilliantly educated in a convent school, 
and spoke seven languages, had a desire to enter the religious life, but 
was prevented by her parents. Her parents died, and the young lady 
took to reading questionable books; she decided to go on the stage, 
and took part in risque performances. One day she fell and was very 
seriously injured. She was taken to the hospital, where a good lady 
gave her a prayer book. But she flung it away, and asked for a 
novel. She would not listen to the priest who urged her to make 
her confession. She died impenitent with a novel in her hand. 

Assuredly, if we are bound by every principle of our religion 
to avoid bad company, we are equally bound to avoid bad books; for 
of all evil, corrupting company, the worst is a bad book. There can 
be no doubt that the most pernicious influences at work in the world 
at this moment come from bad books and periodicals. 

Resolve, then, never to take a book into your hands which you 
would not be seen reading. If you wish to keep your mind pure and 
your soul in the grace of God, avoid all questionable reading matter. 
Would you pay a man for poisoning your food? Why then buy the 
works of authors and publishers of bad books, pamphlets, and maga- 
zines? They are poison to the soul by their impious principles and 
shameful stories and pictures. Besides refusing ‘to buy or to read 
such publications, a good Catholic can do much good to others by 
making efforts to destroy all such works, and to spread in their stead 
works of piety and inspiration. 

A young man on a sea voyage was once reading an obscene book 
in which he took much pleasure. A priest, noticing this, said to him, 
“Are you disposed to make a gift to Our Lady?” The man replied 
he was. “Well,” said the priest, “then for the love of Our Lady 
throw that book into the ocean.” “Here it is, Father,” answered the 
young man. “No,” replied the priest, “you must make this present to 
Mary yourself.” Whereupon the young man at once threw the book 
into the ocean. Mary was not slow in rewarding him. Upon his 
return home, he became so inflamed with the love of God, that he 
entered a religious order, where he persevered faithfully until death. 


ew 


ae 


SF Reminder 


May we kindly remind those of our dear readers who intend to 
contribute toward the Spiritual Bouquet for the Holy Father’s Golden 
Jubilee, to send us the list of their spiritual offerings soon if they have 
not yet done so? Every form of prayer or self-sacrifice is acceptable, 
but we would suggest in particular that those who are able have Holy 
Masses offered for him, for this is the most precious of all gifts. 
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St. Francis de Sales, Patron of the 
Catholic Press 
©CxOGRS 


N 1922, Pope Pius XI formally declared St. Francis 
de Sales, Bishop of Geneva and Doctor of the Church, 
to be “the Heavenly Patron of all Writers” (En- 
cyclical Rerum Omnium). The outstanding reason 
for his choice of this saint as a model for Catholic 
journalists and writers was that St. Francis was an 

ny eminently successful and popular writer, whose books 

have, ever been among the most widely read and the most adaptable 
to Christians of all states of life, of all standard works on the ways of 
perfection. 

St. Francis is one of the most lovable of God’s saints, and his 
kindness and mildness are reflected in all his writings. It is precisely 
because of his sympathetic and loving personality which breathes from 
his writings that his words find such a ready access to hearts. And 
he has, moreover, presented the virtue of charity and all its sister 
virtues in a most pleasing aspect. As a modern writer has expressed 
it: “He has folded up in his writings not only the brightness of his 
own cheerful spirit, but also the fragrance of Divine love itself, the 
blossoms of loving trust in God budding forth in perennial freshness.” 

“We shall meet with few,” says Cardinal Wiseman, “who from 
their own meditations and transports of devotion have added to the 
treasures of piety stored up in the Church before them, and have 
transmitted a fresh supply accepted by her and laid up by her own 
hands in her treasury, like relics and sacred jewels, precious to herself 
and her children. Of these few, St. Francis is one.” 

- The saint lives in his writings; he breathes his thoughts into 
one’s very heart; he stamps his words upon one’s memory, and almost 
unconsciously they become one’s life-maxims. It is due to this strong 
personal appeal that scarcely any author, except Thomas a Kempis, 
outnumbers St. Francis’ devoted and lifelong discipleship. The success 
of his preaching, too, could be attributed above all to his winning 
personality. The testimony is uniform that his success was owing 
as much to the engaging sweetness of ‘his own virtue as to the solidity 





of his arguments. His foremost argument for the true religion was - 


his own self. Raging Calvinists, brazen atheists and shameless liber- 
tines were first moved and distressed by him and then converted into 


sincere and zealous Catholics. This was the case everywhere that the - 


saint preached or talked in private conversation. 
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St. Francis spent the best part of ten years as a missionary in a 
densely Calvinistic community. His first efforts met with such opposi- 
tion that despite the persuasive eloquence of his preaching and his 
ardent zeal, he could not even secure an audience. He knew that 
many factors contributed to this state of affairs, and that the most 
determined efforts were being made to prevent the people from attend- 
ing his sermons. Several attempts were even made upon his life. 
But the saint was undaunted; he felt that if he could but secure an 
audience all would be well — that truth must be victorious, but that 
it must be made known. Therefore, when he found that no one would 
listen to his oral presentation of the Church’s position, he resorted to 
the dissemination of leaflets and pamphlets written with a concise, ar- 
resting appeal that soon broke down all barriers. He copied these 
leaflets over. and over by hand and circulated them among the people, 
entrusting them to a few well-disposed souls for further distribution 
among their friends, and posting them in public places. The result 
was a glorious victory for the zealous apostle, with the conversion of 
some 70,000 heretics to the true Faith. 

St. Francis dispelled, by his writings, the false notion that sanctity 
is intended only for the clergy and religious souls consecrated to God. 
In his encyclical appointing him the patron of Catholic writers, Pope 
Pius XI said: “St. Francis de Sales seems to have been given to the 
Church by God to disprove the false idea that holiness is so hedged 
around by annoyances and hardships that it is inadaptable to a life 
outside cloister walls.” In his book “Philothea,” or “The Introduction 
to a Devout Life,” St. Francis says: “It is an error, nay rather, a 
heresy, to wish to banish the devout life from the army, from the work- 
shop, from the courts of principles, from the household of married 
folk. My intention is to instruct those who live in towns, in house- 
holds, at the court, and who, by reason of circumstances, are obliged 
to lead an ordinary life; who, very often under color of an alleged 
impossibility, are not willing even to think of undertaking the devout 
life.” 

St. Francis was convinced that in order to write well it is ab- 
solutely necessary to have a thorough knowledge of one’s subject, and 
also that an author must possess a correct and pleasing style if his 
writings are to be widely read. “In my opinion,” he wrote, “it is nec- 
essary to be attentive to the method of presenting Catholic doctrine, 
‘for just as the truth is on our side, so the outward form and charm 
may not be wanting.” Hence he strove to explain the doctrines of the 
Church in a style that would arrest and hold the attention of the 
readers. He succeeded in giving to devotional literature all the charm 
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which might be found in the best secular books of his day. His rare 
felicity in the choice of words, his singularly lucid style, his ease in 
the construction of sentences, his apt illustrations, and his pleasing 
sense of humor, have made him one of the most popular of devotional 
writers. . 

In proposing this saint as a model for Catholic writers and jour- 
nalists, Pope Pius XI urges the latter to “imitate and exhibit at all 
times that strength, joined always to moderation and charity, which was 
the special characteristic of St. Francis de Sales.” And he points out 
the ways in which this can best be done. First, he says, a solid com- 
prehension of the teaching of the Church is necessary. Second, the 
truth must never, under any circumstances, be compromised. And third, 
following St. Francis de Sales, writers must pay particular attention 
to literary style and try to express their thoughts clearly and in beau- 
tiful language so that their readers will the more readily come to love 
the truth. 

The power of the pen is as great today as it was in the time of 
St. Francis de Sales, and good Catholic literature is one of the most 
urgent needs of our modern world. It must gain a hearing for the 
truths of the Church. It must break down prejudices and preconceived 
notions that have no foundation in reality. It must counteract the 
flood of immoral literature that is poisoning the minds of countless 
readers in our day. And above all, it must do this in a way that will 
reach the people, will interest them, and thus compel them to read 
and accept its message. 

But in order to have good Catholic literature, we must first of 
all have good Catholic writers. Let us, then, pray this amiable patron 
of the Catholic Press, particularly on his feast day, January 29th, and 
throughout the month of February, to obtain for the Church many 
enlightened, capable, courageous and persuasive writers, who will wield 
in behalf of the Church and her doctrines the strong weapon of the 
pen — that weapon more powerful than armies, more keen than the 
sword in carving out error and evil, more effective than all others in 
promoting the principles of justice, peace, and good will among men. 


ee 


NOTICE: We regret to inform our readers that on account of the 
increased costs of printing materials we shall] huve to dis- 
continue giving premiums for subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory,” after this month. We hope in this way to avoid having to raise 
the subscription price of the magazine, as so many others have done, 
and feel confident this will be agreeable to all our kind subscribers. 














HE above is a picture of the engraving placed over the en- 
trance of the new Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in Kansas 
City. It portrays the intimate union that exists between 
the Holy Spirit and the Holy Eucharist, for it is by the power 
of the Holy Spirit that the miracle of changing bread and 

wine into the Body and Blood of Christ takes place in Holy 

Mass. Each time a priest offers the Holy Sacrifice, he implores the 

Holy Spirit to sanctify the sacrificial gifts being offered for the glory 

of the Triune God. 

How fitting it is, then, that a sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration 
be dedicated to the Holy Spirit. It is this same Divine Spirit who 
inflames hearts with love for the Holy Eucharist and draws them to 
this Fountain of Divine Love. It is He who gives them the light 
of faith to believe in the real presence of Christ on the altar, and 
inspires them with hope in the fulfilment of His promises to those who 
adore and receive Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 

But the Holy Spirit does infinitely more than this. It was to His 
Divine guidance and protection that Our Lord confided His Church 
upon His ascension into heaven, and it is to Him that He confides the 
all-important mission of sanctifying souls by the application of His 
merits in the form of graces. Indeed, we are so utterly dependent upon 
the Holy Spirit that we cannot perform the least meritorious work 
without His help. 

Clearly, then, we all owe an overwhelming debt of gratitude to 
this Divine Lover and Sanctifier of our souls. And yet how often we 
forget to thank Him for His goodness to us or even to pay Him the 
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homage of a little aspiration of love! This neglect of the Holy Spirit 
has been at all times a source of keen suffering to truly devout souls, 
and for this reason many persons have expressed joy over our dedi- 
cating this newest of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries to the Holy Spirit. 
In offering their assistance toward the erection of this new Sanctuary, 
through which special honor will be paid to Him, they have found 
a welcome means of giving tangible expression to their love and de- 
votion to the Holy Spirit. 

Now, since the need of funds to defray the expense of building 
the convent and chapel is still so very great, it is our earnest hope 
that love for the Holy Spirit, as well as for the Blessed Sacrament, 
will urge many others to offer the assistance of their fervent prayers 
and their gifts of sacrifice. 

It has been the happy experience of many that in depriving them- 
selves in order to support God’s work, they have been visibly blessed 
by God in return in their own spiritual and temporal affairs. Such, 
for example, was the experience of the young lady who wrote us as 
follows: “Several months ago I began sending you a certain portion 
of my monthly salary to help in the construction of your new Sanc- 
tuary. I began sending this without any explanation to you, but at 
the time I was unhappy about my work and thought I might not be 
doing as well as I should. Almost at once I noticed a difference. 
Today came more of a surprise. My Christmas bonus this year was 
exactly three times as much as last year and besides I got an increase 
in salary — the latter being most unexpected. With all of it came a 
high compliment. Naturally I am most grateful to the Sacred Heart. . .” 

We do not, indeed, urge as a motive for giving, the selfish desire 
of promoting one’s own interests; it is LOVE, above all, that God 
looks for in the heart of the giver, and it is usually to those whose 
motives of love are purest and most disinterested that He gives most 
generously His own favors in return. Yet it is not wrong to expect 
God’s blessing the more abundantly if we have made ourselves the 
more worthy of it by our good deeds. Did not Jesus Himself say, 
“Give, and it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, shall they pour into your lap. For with 
what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you” (Luke vi. 38). 

May the Holy Spirit, then, repay with Divine munificence those 
who have thus far aided us so nobly by their prayers and material gifts; 
and may He cause the twin flames of Love for Himself and for the 
Holy Eucharist to burn brightly in many more hearts, and inspire 
them to show this love by a sacrificial gift toward the Eucharistic Sanc- 
tuary of the Holy Spirit. 
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One God and Father of Us All! 
a eS aS So 

ROTHERHOOD Week, annually sponsored by the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews, will be ob- 
served February 20-27, 1949. In calling attention to 
the ideal of universal brotherhood which is put before 
us by the observance of this week, it is well to recall 
the significant words which our Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XII, addressed to the world in his Christmas message, December 
24, 1947. 

“The human race,” he declared, “will be powerless to emerge from 
the present crisis and desolation and to go forward to a more har- 
monious future unless it restrain and control the forces of division 
and discord by means of a sincere spirit of brotherhood uniting all 
classes, all races and all nations with the one bond of love... When 
faith in God, the Father of all men, begins to grow dim, the spirit 
of brotherly union also loses its moral foundation and cohesive force; 
and when the consciousness of a society embracing all men, as wished 
by God, and which includes reciprocal rights and duties, determined 
by fixed norms, begins to die out, there arises in its place a morbid 
hypersensitiveness to what divides, a ready propensity to overstate one’s 
rights, true or imagined, and a neglect, at times thoughtless, but not 
for that reason less ruinous, for the essential needs of others... Our 
age, alas, has provided some sad examples of fratricidal war, result- 
ing with relentless logic from the weakening of the spirit of brother- 
hood... 

“And Europe herself, the center of the whole great Catholic family 
— is she not perchance today a warning and an example of the plight 
to which the loss of the spirit of brotherhood can reduce a part of 
the world once so beautiful and flourishing? The wounds she suf- 
fered during the late war are still unhealed, and already the sinister 
light of a new conflict flashes on the horizon. Oh, if all honest men 
were to unite together, how quickly would the victory of the brother- 
hood of men be realized, and along with it the rehabilitation of the 
world. Such people already constitute a substantial element of public 
opinion, and show that they possess really human instincts, with polit- 
ical wisdom as well... 





“It is in the days of trial, rather than in untroubled hours, that 
men of all nations should realize that they are brothers. The real 
meaning, the lofty mission and the power to reconcile of this brother- 
hood has never been nor shall ever be extolled with such force as it 
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was by ‘the Firstborn among many brethren’ (Rom. viii. 29), who 
from Bethlehem to Golgotha preached by His example more than by 
His words that great and universal brotherhood of men.” 

The doctrine of the universal brotherhood of men is proclaimed 
in the opening words of the prayer taught by Christ, the “Our Father!” 
This prayer offers a common ground of unity to all sincere followers 
of Christ. Its frequent and devout recitation is urged during Brother- 
hood Week, and indeed throughout the year, for the furtherance of 
universal brotherhood. “When we say it, let us think, at the words 
‘Our Father,’ of the brotherhood of men, of their adoption by Christ 
as His brothers, of our guilt as prodigal children, and of the love of 
our Father for us all and of His desire to see us all return to Him 
and beg forgiveness. Let us think of our dependence on Him, and 
of the necessity to turn to Him and acknowledge that dependence. 
Let us ask Him to help us in the settlement of the troubles caused by 
wayward humanity, which in spite of its sins He loves and would 
wish to have return to Him. Let us acknowledge that He alone can 
straighten out the world, and beg Him for His help. And when we 
say, ‘Who art in heaven,’ let us think of that common home where 
we all wish to go, which we all wish to gain as a reward of a merito- 
rious life, and which will know no distinction of race and color.” 

(Eric W. Gosling.) 


The phrase, “Thy kingdom come,” should be an earnest entreaty 
that all outside the True Church of Christ, “who sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death,” may be brought “into His marvelous light,” for 
the same “God who made and loveth us, made and loveth all,” and 
wills all to share the riches of Redemption. 

When we repeat the words, “Give us this day our daily bread,” 
let us remember the bond of brotherhood that is to be found in the 
Holy Eucharist, the Sacrament of Unity. Nowhere is the grace of 
union given more abundantly than in Holy Communion, which so beau- 
tifully symbolizes and realizes the union of the Vine and the branches. 
Vivified by the same Divine Life, all who partake of this Sacrament 
may draw the necessary strength to resist their passions and to foster 
and increase in themselves Divine and fraternal charity. The frequen- 
tation of the Holy Table is therefore not only an excellent act of piety, 
but a daily need for resisting spiritual infirmities and maintaining that 
Divine charity which sees in all mankind children of the same Heavenly 
Father, brothers of Jesus Christ, and brothers among all the members 
of the human race. 


r 
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Felicitations from the Holy Father 


a x ee 

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of his Priesthood, Father 
Mateo received from our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, a letter expres- 
sive of paternal esteem and encouragement, which we give below. We 
learn with joy that Father Mateo’s health has somewhat improved, so 
that he has been able in a small way to carry on his apostolate by 
preaching to novices in local religious communities. In his name we 
thank all who remembered him in their prayers and Holy Masses, and 
urge you to continue your remembrance of him, so that he may be 
able to continue his work if God so wills. 


To Our Beloved Son, Mateo Crawley-Boevey, Priest of the 
Cungregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 


Pius XII, Pope 


Beloved Son, health and Apostolic Benediction: 


” OW that fifty years soon will have elapsed, since that 
day on which, endowed with the sacerdotal dignity, you 
offered the Holy Sacrifice for the first time, We do 
not wish you to be deprived of the felicitations and 
good wishes of Our paternal heart. All the more so, 
since we have learned that you are presently confined 
to a hospital, not so much by reason of declining years, but rather be- 
cause of serious infirmities, and thus are unable to labor with that 
zealous ardor which was your wont, for the Consecration of Catholic 
families to the most tender Heart of Jesus. 

Nevertheless, what you are unable to do by apostolic labors, by 
apostolic journeys and preachings, you can accomplish undoubtedly 
by ardent prayers addressed to God, and by sufferings and afflictions 
cheerfully accepted in a spirit of reparation. That you are doing this 
with a humble and willing heart We do not doubt, and while We de- 
sire to console you in your present illness, yet We also express the 
wish in your behalf that your strength be restored as soon as possible 
and that once more you may be permitted to strive earnestly to ob- 
tain for this salutary enterprise an ever increasing success. 

This undertaking corresponds to Our most cherished desires, as 
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it did to those of Our Predecessors: We long for the return to the 
private life of men and the public life of peoples of the love of Jesus 
Christ, which springs from His Divine Heart. In this way alone will 
it be possible to console the many who are afflicted and in misery, to 
strengthen the many who are weak and wavering, to arouse effectively 
the many who are negligent and lukewarm, and finally to induce every- 
one to the fervent practice of that Christian virtue which gave to the 
primitive Church its greatest glory, that of sanctity and martyrdom. 

Let the Divine Redeemer reign once more in civil society and 
in family life, by His Law and His Love, and then without any doubt 
will be rooted out entirely those vices which are the source of human 
unhappiness and human misery; then without any doubt discord will 
disappear; then justice — but true justice — will solidify the founda- 
tions of human society, and that true liberty “wherewith Christ has 
made us free” (Gal. iv. 31) will enhance the dignity of citizens and 
will make them brothers. 

However, there is one thing We desire in a special way — and 
which is moreover the principal goal in the Work which you have 
propagated so long and so diligently — namely, that Christian families 
consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart “in such a way that, His 
image being installed in the place of honor in the home, as on a 
throne, Christ the Lord is seen to reign truly within the Catholic 
family.” (Bened. XV, Epis. “Libenter twas” d.d. xvii. Apr. MCMXV; 
A.A.S. vol. vii. page 203). This Consecration is not a useless and 
empty ceremony, but requires of everyone that their lives be in har- 
mony with Christian precepts, that they burn with an ardent love for 
the Holy Eucharist, and that they share in the Heavenly Banquet as 
often as possible; and that they strive by humble prayers addressed 
to God, and by works of holy penance, to provide by all means in 
their power not only for their own salvation but also for the salva- 
tion of others. 

These, dear Son, are Our wishes and desires which it pleases Us 
to express to you on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of your 
priesthood which you are soon to celebrate, and the fulfilment of 
which We entrust to the Divine Goodness and Mercy. But in the 
meantime, as a proof of Our paternal good will and as a pledge of 
heavenly graces, We impart to you affectionately in the Lord, the 
Apostolic Blessing. 

Given at Rome, at Saint Peter’s, the second day of the month of 
July, in the year nineteen hundred and forty-eight, the tenth of Our 
Pontificate. 

PIUS XII, POPE. 
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now and Eixplain Your Catholic Praith 
CR-H-H- 


The Apostles’ Creed 
AMEN 


HE Apostles’ Creed, like all other prayers, concludes with the word 
AMEN. When the word Amen is found at the end of a passage 
of Holy Scripture, or at the conclusion of the prayers of the 

Church, it means, ‘So it is,’ or, “So be it.” That is, it means an 
interior assent to what has been said, or a true desire that what has 
been asked in prayer may be done and granted to us. In like manner, 
when at the end of the Creed we say “Amen,’’ we mean to say that 
we firmly believe every truth of the Creed, and that we are ready and 
willing to live up to this belief, and to die in it. 

But it is not enough to believe in our heart the truth of the 
Catholic Church. We are also bound, when occasion demands, to make 
an open profession of our religion. To positively deny our Faith 
through human respect or false shame, to blush at the truths of the 
Gospel and the practices of Catholic piety, to disavow before men what 
we believe in our hearts, is to commit a grievous sin, and to bring 
down on ourselves the severest chastisements of heaven, as we learn 
from our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who has told us in plain words: 
“Whoever disowns Me before men, I in turn will disown him before 
My Father in heaven” (Matt. x. 33). And again: ‘‘Whoever is ashamed 
of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when He comes with the holy 
angels in the glory of His Father’ (Mark. viii. 38). 

This does not mean that we are to go about making a public dis- 
play of our religion or proclaiming to the world that we are Catholics. 
There are, in fact, grave causes which at times justify, not a denial of 
Faith, but concealment of it from others who are in ignorance; nor is 
one bound, under sin, to acknowledge one’s Faith to every curious 
inquirer. Without positively disowning our Faith —— expressly or 
otherwise —- we may be allowed to let others go on thinking we are 
non-Catholics, and even studiously avoid giving them any clue to our 
Faith. Such may be the case, for example, with solitary converts in 
Protestant families who would have much to suffer were it known that 
they had joined the Catholic Church; also of employees who would 
suffer grave inconvenience and even loss of position, were it known 
that they were Catholics. However, if the question cannot be evaded 
without denial of one’s Faith, then it is sinful not to acknowledge it. 

In every age, the Church of Christ has considered the formal 
denial of Faith a most grievous sin, and has condemned as heretics 
all those who declared that, under certain circumstances, the denial 
of Faith was lawful. She has even inflicted very severe penalties on 
those who, during the ages of persecution, denied their Faith to save 
their lives; for, to deny the Faith externally in a matter of great im- 
portance is in itself a grievous sin; it is to reject openly as a false- 
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hood what one believes in his heart to be revealed by God. 

Moreover, not only is a denial of our religion either by words or 
signs a grievous sin; but all dissimulation, by which others may think 
that we have denied that Faith, is also a great sin. At the time of 
St. Cyprian there were some weak Catholics who, in order to escape 
persecution, procured for money an attestation from the magistrates 
that they had complied with what the persecuting laws required of 
them, though in reality they had not. On account of such dissimula- 
tion, they were looked upon by the Church as traitors to their religion, 
and as such they were not allowed to assist at Holy Mass or receive 
the sacraments until by a long and severe penance they had endeavored 
to expiate their crime, and to satisfy for the scandal they had given. 

No matter how firmly we may be convinced in our hearts of the 
truth of our religion and of our Church, if we deny it outwardly by 
word, sign or action, we can never expect salvation while in that state. 

There are two cases in particular in which we are obliged to make 
an open confession of our holy religion: when the honor and glory of 
God, or the spiritual welfare of our neighbor, requires.it. If, for exam- 
ple, a Catholic is questioned about his religion before a public magis- 
trate, he is bound to make an open profession of his Faith even though 
it cost him all he has, and even life itself. Again, if wicked men 
should openly rail against the Gospel or ridicule the truths of our 
religion, and we have well-grounded hope that by defending those 
sacred truths we shall check the impiety of the unbeliever and prevent 
others from being hurt by the impious attacks, it becomes our duty to 
profess openly our esteem and veneration for the Gospel truths. 

Let us, then, cherish our holy Catholic Faith as our dearest pos- 
session, and do nothing that could in the least endanger it, such as 
reading bad books, associating with bad companions, attending godless 
or heretical plays, ete. And on the other hand, let us, by assiduous 
study and by the reading of good books, strive to know our precious 
Faith ever more thoroughly so as to be ever ready and able to defend 
it against attack, and so as to love it ever more ardently and practice 
it ever more faithfully. Let us often, in our private life, make the 
Sign of the Cross with reverence and attention as a profession of our 
Faith, and daily pray the Apostles’ Creed with fervor and devotion. 

St. Peter of Verona was remarkable for his great zeal in learning, 
professing and preaching the Creed. The Manicheans, whom he had 
tried to convert, swore to compass his ruin. Lying in wait for him 
along a road, the assassin fell upon him and struck him on the head 
with his ax. St. Peter, sinking to the ground, began his favorite prayer, 
the Apostles’ Creed, and dipping his finger in the blood flowing from his 
wound, found strength to write on the ground the word CREDO — 
I believe. Whereupon he gave up his soul to God. May we, too, living 
and dying, bear ever in our hearts and on our lips that glorious word 
of Christian heroism: CREDO — I BELIEVE! The end. 


This concludes our long series of articles on the Apostles’ Creed. We trust 
they have been a source of instruction and inspiration to our readers. It is our 
hope to publish them in pamphlet form in the course of time, as many have 
requested. 
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Burnt-offering for the Poor Souls 
—FOn0<— 


HE Presentation of Our Lord, February 2, recalls the 
journey of Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem with the Di- 
vine > Child, then _forty days old, in fulfilment of the 


every heenhabd be offered to the Lord, though he might 
be “bought back,” so to speak, by the offering of a lamb, 
or in the case of the poor, the offering of two doves or pigeons. It 
was on this occasion that the Prophet Simeon miraculously recognized 
Jesus as the Redeemer. Taking Him into his arms, and blessing God 
for this privilege, he called the Child “a Light to the revelation of the 
Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.” He then foretold the 
sorrows awaiting Our Blessed Mother, and said that her Immaculate 
Heart would be pierced with a sword. 

Viewing Our Lord as the “Light of the World,” as He declared 
Himself to be during His public life, the Church sets this day apart for 
the solemn blessing of the candles to be used in her services during 
the coming year, and for use in the home on the occasion of adminis- 
tering the sacraments during sick calls, or in times of danger, especial- 
ly in storms, sickness and other necessities, in order that God’s pro- 
tection may be invoked as implored by the prayers said by the priest 
when the candles are blessed. 

Pious custom has established the practice of having candles burned 
on the altar in honor of Jesus, the Divine Light, who abides in the 
Holy Eucharist, for personal intentions, and to plead for special graces 
and blessings. Many good Catholics make a practice of having a 
candle burned for the relief of the poor souls in purgatory. And this 
is indeed most proper, for one of the petitions presented to God when 
the candles are blessed is “that we may be inflamed with the fire of Thy 
most sweet love, and made worthy to be presented in the holy temple 
of Thy glory” (heaven). Is not this the very thing for which the holy 
souls sigh unceasingly? Another prayer asks that “after the perilous 
darkness of this life, we may be made worthy to attain Light unfail- 
ing.” St. John tells us that in heaven there is no sun nor moon, but 
the Lamb of God is the Light thereof. The prayer offered in the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass in behalf of the poor souls supplicates that they 
may “enter into a place of refreshment, light and peace.” These 
prayers give evidence of the mind of the Church in permitting candles 
to be burned in behalf of the poor souls. She herself gives the exam- 
ple in placing candles about the bier of the deceased. How fitting 
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would it be to have such candles burned in honor of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, pierced by the sword of sorrow, to supplicate God’s 
mercy for the poor souls. 

We are happy to extend the privilege of having candles burned 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed in any of our Sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration. The usual offering for a large wax candle, 
to be burned a day and a night, is 50¢; for one week, $3.50; and for 
a month, both day and night, $12.00. Offerings may be sent to the 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 





The Mystery of Ruette 


SM eeqes egos 
OPE, Se Oe, oOo, cee 


URING the time of the French Revolution, at the close of 
the 18th century, the persecution raged also in the ad- 
joining country of Luxembourg, which was then subject 
to French rule. Religion and patriotism were the two 

objects at which the hatred of the Revolutionaries was aimed. Rugged 
mountaineers, like the Machabees of old, offered valiant resistance for 
a time, but were forced to withdraw because so overwhelmingly out- 
numbered by the Republicans. Like deer, the priests were hunted from 
village to village and from forest to forest. Gruesome acts were being 
perpetrated also in the region of Ruette, a secluded village about ten 
miles beyond Alron, and there were whispered reports that priests and 
laymen were being hunted by the enemies of religion. 

One cold, blustery night in the winter of 1798, the pastor of Ruette 
was preparing to offer the Holy Sacrifice in his place of hiding when 
he received word that a man was dying on an outlying farm and longed 
to receive the Last Sacraments. Without hesitation the priest prepared 
to go on the sick call, placed a consecrated Host in a small ciborium, 
slipped into his overcoat, pressed his broad-brimmed hat far down 
over his forehead, and ventured out on his errand of mercy. Silently 
he hurried on his way, his God clasped to his heart, taking isolated 
paths to evade detection, for he knew that the sharp eye of the police 
was on the lookout for him. Only a short time before, he had narrow- 
ly escaped capture when they had discovered his hiding place in the 
quarry of Grandcourt. 

That was the last the good people of Ruette saw of their beloved 
pastor. He disappeared as completely as if the earth had opened up 
and swallowed him. In vain they searched for him and made every 
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inquiry that prudence would allow; no trace whatever could be found 
of him. Days, weeks, and months passed, and at length they con- 
cluded that he must have fallen into the hands of the Revolutionaries, 
and suffered death or exile. 

Years passed, but the faithful parishioners still cherished the mem- 
ory of their beloved pastor. One day a group of woodcutters were 
felling some hollow tree-trunks along a river bank in that section of 
the country, when one of them struck something that gave a metallic 
sound. Cautiously they split open the trunk, and there before their 
astonished gaze was the skeleton of a man, with a small golden cibori- 
um in his hands. At last the mysterious disappearance of the pastor 
of Ruette was explained! Evidently the heroic priest had been pur- 
sued by the enemies of religion and had taken refuge in this hollow 
tree with the Blessed Sacrament; and then had discovered to his dis- 
may that although he had found no difficulty in entering this hiding 
place, it was impossible for him to leave it without assistance. Thus 
entrapped, he had perished, a true victim of the Divine Victim of Love! 
And doubtless the Host he was carrying as Viaticum to another man 
had served as Viaticum for himself! 

The men stood in silent wonder, their hearts melting in pity at 
the thought of how much the good priest must have suffered both men- 
tally and physically until death brought him merciful release. Surely, 
they thought, his sufferings could not have been greatly prolonged for 
he could not have resisted for very long the biting cold, which must 
soon have clasped him in the icy embrace of death. And how glorious 
a reward must he now be enjoying for so heroically sacrificing his life 
for God! 

OOD 


Misery Calls upon Mercy 


Hoek 


MONG the many innocent victims of the recent war in Europe, 

perhaps none are suffering more keenly than the various religious 
communities whose convents, because located in industrial regions, were 
heavily bombarded and in many instances completely demolished. Many 
of the Sisters perished, others were wounded, and the survivors com- 
pelled to take flight. As soon as hostilities ceased, a great number of 
these heroic souls made every effort to re-establish their convents. 
They began to clear away the debris so that it became possible for at 
least the stronger members to live in the basements or in small por- 
tions of their ruined convents. Little by little these managed to re- 
build a part of their former homes, with their own hands, using for the 
most part the materials they had dug out of the debris, and all this in 
spite of their weakened bodies, with insufficient food and clothing and 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 315 


no heating. Thus portions of the afflicted communities have been able 
to return to some semblance of community life, though they lack not 
only conveniences but very often the bare necessities of existence. 

Other members of these communities, for whom there is not suffi- 
cient room, are scattered among relatives, or live in small groups in 
rented and very crowded quarters — in one instance as many as 
thirty Sisters being crowded into two rooms, which must serve as 
dormitory for the sick, as well as working, eating and living quarters 
for all. Their poverty is extreme, and they lack the means to buy 
fuel and other necessary provisions. In addition, the health of the 
surviving Sisters has been greatly impaired by many hardships. 

Since there is no possibility of obtaining assistance in their own 
eountry, they look to America as their only hope, and plead most piti- 
fully for help in God’s name, not merely on their own account, but be- 
eause of the poor who come to them in their distress. The following 
excerpt from a letter gives a picture of conditions in general: — 


“Our poor expressions are certainly not sufficient to tell you our apprecia- 
tion and gratitude for the help you have given us. But be assured that our 
hearts are full of lively thankfulness, and we pray fervently every day for. our 
kind benefactors to the Giver of all good gifts, the Blessed Jesus, that His 
Divine Heart may fill them with all good and shower upon them His choicest 
blessings and Divine graces. 

“How beautiful is the charity of Christ, of which you have given us a 
magnificent example. You do not know us, you live so far away beyond the 
sea; but your charity knows no barriers, no distance, and above all it considers 
no sacrifice, and from far-away America you send your generous help to 
souls consecrated to God and grievously stricken by the scourge of war. 

“We do not want to abuse your goodness and generosity by asking for 
more sacrifices. But we wish to ask that, if it be possible, you speak on our 
behalf to good and benevolent souls so that if it be the will of God they may 
come to our assistance, in whatever way possible, in the many difficulties that 
surround our poor convent. Believe us, the trials are so great and so many, 
and the preoccupations so grave, that if it were not for our confidence in God, 
and the strength we find in prayer, it would be enough, as we say here, to 
lose one’s mind. 

“Oh, how terrible a thing is war! And in what disastrous conditions it 
has placed us! Through how many changes we have passed! To narrate all 
would require a large volume. This our begging for alms is nothing else than 
the effect of the tremendous hurricane we have passed through, which still 
lasts too long even after the war, so that today there is no fear of exaggerating 
our sad condition. We find ourselves without a cent in the house, and daily 
making debts for what is most necessary so as not to perish from hunger, and 
only to think of them fills us with terror. We are sure you will take to heart 
our sad situation by extending your hand and collecting alms from good 
persons. We shall help you by our prayers that God may awaken good and 
generous souls...” 

CLOTHING AND SHOES (used or new), and MONEY OFFERINGS 
for the relief of the poor war victims will gladly be forwarded as heretofore, 
if addressed to: 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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My Eyes Have Seen Thy Salvation 
exOGRD 


«qa a beautiful picture is that of the presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple! For the first time the Son of God enters the House 
of God. What an important event for our Savior! He takes posses- 
sion of this, His Father’s House, as the Son of God and Lord of man- 
kind, there to exercise His authority and to reveal His glory and His 
goodness to us. He is set for the fall and the resurrection of many; 
whoever is saved will owe His salvation to Him and whoever is lost 
will be lost on account of Him. Before Christ the ways of the individ- 
ual and of the people part, to bliss or to perdition. 

This Gospel contains also an important lesson for us. See how 
much bliss and happiness were imparted to the aged Simeon! What 
he had so ardently longed for and so fervently prayed for was im- 
parted to him in a greater measure than he had hoped. He saw and 
recognized the Savior. His fading eyes looked into the eyes of the 
Savior of the world. His trembling arms held the Ransom of mankind 
and his lips sang a touching prayer of gratitude for the blessings of 
this day of joy and for the heavenly peace which overflowed into his 
heart. Now he is glad to die, since he has seen “the salvation of the 
world.” “My eyes,” he cries out, “have seen Thy savation!” 

In this old man is fulfilled the word: “We die as we have lived!” 
Let us also live justly and innocently, and bring, as Mary did, on this 
day, an offering to God: the offering of ourselves. Bring to God your 
thoughts, words and deeds, as an offering of adoration, of gratitude 
and atonement for your sins. Let the world think and say what it 
wills, if only your conscience bears you a good testimony; if only our 
dear Lord is pleased with you. Let His Law be your only law and 
the one rule of your life. 

The Mother of God teaches us today to fulfil the Divine Law, and 
in Simeon we see the reward reaped by fidelity to God. Dear souls 
who are cross-bearers, take courage in the thought that you will one 
day not only enfold Jesus in your arms but receive Him in your heart; 
and, dying, you can pray with full confidence: Now, O Lord, let Thy 
servant depart in peace, for my eyes have seen Thy salvation and my 
heart has received my Savior whom it will possess for all eternity. 


EDI OG*O 


Spiritual Vitamin for February 


O Jesus, infuse the Spirit of Thy love into our souls! 
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Little Lovers’ Leaque 


2 2062) C002) Soe 


‘Sev EBRUARY brings us two important feasts of Our Lady: First, 
| + the Presentation, February 2, when Our Blessed Mother gives 
¢ us a beautiful example of obedience to God’s commandments 

: by taking Jesus to the Temple and offering Him to His Heav- 
enly Father. The most holy Virgin Mary, in offering her Divine Son 
to His Eternal Father, gladdened all the court of heaven. Let us on 
this feast present our poor hearts to God, that He, by His grace, may 
keep them free from mortal sin. Let us receive Jesus in Holy Com- 
munion, if we can, and offer Him to God the Father that we may glad- 
den all heaven as did the Blessed Mother. 

The most humble Virgin Mary placed Jesus in holy Simeon’s arms, 
and filled his soul with heavenly joy. Let us give our hearts to Jesus, 
and ask Him to fill them with His Holy Spirit as the heart of Simeon 
was filled, when he recognized Jesus as the Redeemer of the world. 

The most powerful Virgin Mary presented our Blessed Lord in 
the Temple in atonement for men’s sins and to ask graces for them from 
God. Let us offer Him to her and ask her to present our petitions to 
Him, so that, if it be His holy will, she may obtain the favors we 
desire. 

On February 11, we have the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, when 
Our Blessed Mother told St. Bernadette that she wanted to be known 
as the “Immaculate Conception.” Honor her under this title, by often 
repeating the little prayer given for this month. A child who honors 
and reveres the Blessed Virgin receives priceless graces. There is a 
beautiful story told about a mother who one day entered a church with 
her three-year-old son. When the child saw the candles burning before 
the Blessed Virgin’s statue, he thought it must be her birthday. Stop- 
ping in front of it, he said: “Happy birthday, dear Blessed Mother! 
Happy birthday to you!” Ask the Blessed Mother to give you faith 
and love like this little child’s. Go to the Blessed Mother in all your 
needs. If you ask her help under the title of the Immaculate Con- 
ception by which she wishes to be known, she will take your requests. 
to her Divine Son and ask Him to grant them. 

PRACTICE: Dedicate this month to the Blessed Virgin and imi- 
tate her obedience, her humility and her purity. Say three Hail Mary's 


each morning and evening to ask her to keep you pure and free from 
mortal sin. 


ASPIRATION: O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee. 
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St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 


HEN Francis Possenti was a boy, no one ever thought he would 
become a saint. He belonged to a wealthy and distinguished 
family and enjoyed all the good things money could buy, besides 
being very handsome and popular. In childhood and early youth, he 
showed no sign of the holiness of his later years. He often exhibited 
an unruly temper, was disobedient, and proud of his clothes and good 
looks. None the less, his kindliness endeared him to all, both at home 
and in school. In his early years he performed his religious devotions 
more from a sense of duty than from love. But he had a tender devo- 
tion to Our Lady and was very thoughtful of the poor and the sick. 
When Francis was eighteen, he became very ill. Everyone feared 
he would die, but he recovered almost miraculously after promising 
God he would join a religious order if he got well. But Francis did 
not keep his promise. He continued in the same pleasure-seeking 
ways as before, going to dances, dressing up in fine clothes, etc. Even 
when he became sick again, and recovered a second time after renewing 
his promise, he did not keep it. One day, however, the Blessed Virgin 
gave him a still greater proof of God’s love for him, as well as of her 
own, in order to help him overcome his love for the world. Francis 
was attending a procession in honor of Our Blessed Lady in which 
her statue was being carried. As the statue passed him, Our Blessed 
Mother seemed to look into his soul, and he heard very distinctly the 
following words: “Francis, why do you tarry in the world? Arise, 
make haste, and become a religious.” : 


From that hour Francis was a changed boy. His vanity and 
worldliness were a thing of the past.. Obeying Our Lady’s call, he 
entered the Passionist Order and began to study for the priesthood. 
On being clothed with the religious habit, he received the name of 
Frater Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows. One year later he pronounced 
his religious vows. From the first days of his religious life, Frater 
Gabriel was very humble, obedient, and self-sacrificing, and before 
long became a model of virtue to his companions. He was very happy 
in his new life and often regretted having spent so many years in frivo- 
fous amusements. He was always kind and cheerful, and took delight 
in making others happy. He continued to practice great devotion to 
Our Blessed Mother, particularly to Our Lady of Sorrows. Mary be- 
came the model and source of his holiness. He took care to adorn 
her statues with flowers; he spoke of her often; he did everything to 
give her honor and to show his love for her. 

Gabriel tried to do everything with the pure intention of loving 
and honoring God, and in this way his whole life became a prayer. 
One day a companion asked him what he would do if he were told he 
was to die immediately. Gabriel answered that he would keep right 
on doing what he happened to be doing at the time. ‘‘What if it came 
while you were taking your meal or while you were in bed?” asked 
the companion. “I should continue eating or resting,” answered Ga- 
briel, “because I should then be doing my duty; for can we not, even 
while eating or sleeping, make good acts with our hearts to dispose 
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Saint Gabriel of the Seven Sorrows, 
Medel and Patron of Catholic Youth. 
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ourselves for a good death?’’ Then he went on to say that it ig not in 
doing big and exceptional things that we please God most, but in doing 
well the common things of life which we are called upon to do; because 
the merit of our actions comes entirely from the interior dispositions 
with which they are performed. For God does not regard so much what 
we do, as how we do it. 

For six years Gabriel studied very earnestly, and was very happy 
in his preparation for the priesthood. But some months before he was 
to have been ordained, he became véry ill. Everything possible was 
done for him, but he only grew worse, and soon it became evident that 
he was going to die. Gabriel was keenly disappointed at not being 
able to become a priest, but he accepted God’s holy will with loving 
resignation. He suffered with great patience and cheerfulness, and 
showed deep gratitude for every little service done for him. As the 
end of his life drew near, he received the Last Sacraments with great 
devotion and answered all the prayers. Almost continuously he re- 
peated the Names of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and other ejaculations. 
He was not afraid to die, but looked forward to it with great joy. At 
the hour of his death the Blessed Mother was his comfort and strength. 
Perhaps she even came to lead his soul to God, for his face beamed 
with an intense joy; his eyes shone as if they beheld a heavenly vision. 
Then he peacefully closed them in death. He was just twenty-five 
years old. 

On May 13, 1920, less than sixty years after his death, the boy 
who gave so little promise of becoming holy, was proclaimed a saint. 
Today Francis Possenti is known as St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful 
Mother. He is a patron saint of youth. His feast is kept on February 
27, the day of his holy death. Venerate him and ask him to teach 
you how to be devoted to Our Blessed Mother as he was. Imitate him 
in his love for the poor and the sick, in his humility and kindness to 
others, and his faithful performance of his duties, and. above all in his 
ardent devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Take him for your model 
in overcoming temptations to become angry, to be vain and disobedient, 
for if he had not overcome these faults he would not have attained 
to the holiness of life which made it possible for him to be canonized 
as a saint. 


The story of St. Gabriel's life, written by Father Camillus, is most beau- 
tiful and interesting. We would suggest that all our Little Lovers try to 
read it. Perhaps you can get it from the library, or it can be bought at a 
Catholic book store. Ask someone to get it for you for a birthday present. 
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Share Your Faith 


by distributing the 





BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 





A convert-maker says of them: Sromyn footers 

“The dissemination of good Catholic literature, like these booklets, 
leads many, many souls nearer to God. Just this morning I enrolled an 
unbaptized mother of six small children in the convert class, and last night 
we had a class of six adults for instruction. The Mass is the center of our 
instruction, and “The Treasures of the Mass,” (price 25¢) cannot be sur- 
passed in this work.” 


A Protestant writes: 

“As a Protestant I have found mm an this topsy-turvy 
world in your little booklets.” Bank }. ’ (Bey ty, mnrh, . 

A priest comments: jw B. Yurtech Barkilu , WU, 

“You may be wondering what I am doing with the hundreds of booklets 
I have been buying. The Promoters of the Sacred Heart League of my 


parish have sponsored a circulating library. They loan the books free of 
charge. The results have proved encouraging beyond expectation.”’- 


A mother says: #v~ °“'7 eda new , Clevelond QO. 


“I often wonder what would have become of me if I had not stopped 
in a church one day (as I hadn’t gone for several years) and picked up 
“The Holy Eucharist, Our All.” I read it and was touched. I passed it to 
another who was also affected, and a third person who also came back to 
the Faith. We started going to Mass again and to confession and Com- 
munion. When our little girl was ready for school, we started her 
Catholic school. It was all due to that booklet.” 


A convert: habe, Call ahin, Len. 

“I want to give my friends many of your booklets. It was through 
them that I learned most of my religion. They are so instructive — just 
the thing for the soul and mind of a convert, or a convert-to-be, to feed 
upon.” 

COMPLETE SET OF 76 BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 

SPECIAL PRICE: $6.50. Canada and foreign countries, $7.00. 


A complete list of titles and prices furnished on request. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Invitation 


to do something for God and His 
Church through the Apostolate of 
Good Reading! This is what 


CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH 
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should mean to you. 


A simple means to help a few of the soul-hungry millions of our 
country — whether lukewarm or fallen-away Catholics or non-Catholics — 
is to solicit and give subscriptions to 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


These commentaries from readers speak for themselves: 


I enjoy reading “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ It is a relief from the 
many secular magazines which come into our home. We find it very relax- 
ing, and at the same time stimulating, filling us with religious fervor and Me 
taking so much of the worldly weight frogs ows, minds, _ (Calif.) $309->? 


I have become a daily Communicant eocaess ney mag ory wae y 
have read almost twenty-five years. (Wis.) Yorre Joh 

Quite often a debate comes up in the office where I work, and really 
if I had not read articles printed in “Tabernacle and Purgatory” I would 


not be able to talk and argue my points with the confidence I do. I am 
grateful for the magazine, and do hope ty ge et some ne Sersy ne _ §2. I.) 


Your magazine, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has Seay so much for 
me. I never knew so much about my Faith as I do since reading it. I 
was a fallen-away Catholic, and it helped me get back to my Church. (Mo.) . 


I certainly never want to be without “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” My 
life, I am sure, would have been a different one had my parents had such 
Catholic reading matter in the home when I was a youngster. {Calif.) 

re Pp: Pirrewrer. Dak 


I am a Seminarian who has found much profit and enjoyment in read- 
ing my mother’s copy of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” It is a very excel- 
lent Catholic magazine, one that should find its way into more Catholic 
families. I am enclosing money order for five one-year subscriptions, to 


be sent to the following persons. I am Sure smah be, yd N.Y. 
tay 2 J. 


Subscription: $1.00 a year. $1.25, to Canada and foreign 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde. Missouri 








